[image: image1.jpg]VUDPR.




[image: image2.jpg]I

United Nations
E ducational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization




 Implementation of the UNESCO Participation Program Project   
                                                          INVITATION
“Through Teachers and Mothers to Roma and other Disadvantaged Children:   Focus on Quality Pre -school Education “
                                               Bratislava, September 4 - 6, 2013

Organizers: The Research Institute for Child Psychology and Pathopsychology in Bratislava, Slovakia and the Education Section, Slovak Commission for UNESCO. 

Project Manager: PhDr. Dagmar Kopčanová, VUDPaP, Cyprichova 42, 831 05 Bratislava, Slovakia, email: dagmar.kopcanova@vudpap.sk, dkopcanova@yahoo.com, tel /fax: +421 2 43 42 09 73
Background: 

Following the UNESCO EFA goals, we acknowledge that the teacher´s personality is crucial for enhancement of Quality education for Roma and other socially disadvantaged children. Therefore a special training aimed at improvement of some education capacities, learning innovative techniques and acquirement of some new psycho-social skills of teachers working with these children, is inevitable. On behalf of the generous support by UNESCO, we are very pleased to invite you to participate in this international Participation Program Project. 
The main goal of the Project: 
To perform a special international training for selected number of teachers, who would later serve as trainers and supervisors of pre-school teachers in their countries. They will also have some impact on young Roma mothers and together will stimulate and improve the skills of young Roma children who do not attend the kindergarten and will be enrolled to the 1st grade of the primary school in the school year 2014-2015. Stimulation training before entering primary school might help to:
a) prevent failure in the first year of school attendance and

b) motivate a child for the learning process.

 Overall Project Preview and its Implementation:


The lecturers will be a team of experts from the Research Institute for Child Psychology and Pathopsychology in Bratislava, Slovakia, including some international experts (Dr. Hristo Kyuchukov, Bulgaria, Prof. Vincent Bencze, Hungary and others).
Participants of the course - teachers (2 from each selected country – the best if one from pre-school, the other from the primary school education) coming from Central and Eastern European region, namely: 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Serbia, Monte Negro, Ukraine, Croatia, Macedonia. Total number of participants should be cca 20 participants. 

The training course will take place in Bratislava, Slovakia and will last 3 days - from September 4 – 6, 2013. 

Participants will receive some working materials (e.g. a brief methodical manual, instructing them how to work with children, the working sheets, etc.).

The trainees should be experienced teachers, who might function as well as trainers of pre-school teachers in their particular country. They should speak English, because the working language of the course will be English. Some specific terms will be put into Roma language, too. The participants will be invited (after coming back home from the training) to make translations of the working materials into their own national languages and thus stimulate also the language aspects of the child´s development.  

Of course, the success of the project depends on the respectability of the participants, their enthusiasm for the work with Roma children and a strong will to improve the education process of young Roma and other disadvantaged children in their home settings.


Please note, that the travel expenses, as well as the board and lodging of participants and working materials will be covered by organizers. As the number of persons involved in the project is limited, we would appreciate sending us your registration forms (see attachment) as soon as possible! 


                 The deadline for sending the registration form is March 31, 2013 !!!




 Looking forward to our close cooperation!
PhDr. Ľubomír Páleník, CSc.                                       PhDr.  Dagmar Kopčanová
      VUDPaP Director                                                        Head of Education Section 








      Slovak NatCom for UNESCO

